The political economy of health care for elderly blacks.
The author analyzes the influences of race and class on the life chances of blacks by focusing on the health care of black elderly. Theories based on cultural, class, and racial forces are explained in the context of how each would be used to analyze the health care of older blacks. The lower health and socioeconomic statuses of older blacks compared with older whites are documented. The author argues that cultural factors are unable to explain those differences adequately, and that class factors such as the profit orientation of the medical care system, and race factors such as residential segregation and racial discrimination in the medical care system, both contribute to the disparities in medical care. Since proposals for a U.S. national health insurance or national health service fail to include race-conscious measures, the proposals will fail to eliminate existing racial disparities in the health and health care of the elderly.